Unexpectedly, on a clear day in May, scientists and engineers in the international remote sensing community were jolted by a loud clap of thunder and a bolt of lightning: the passing of Wolfgang-Martin Boerner. Even though Wolfgang had been ill, we all expected him to recover, as always, because of his fighting spirit and inexhaustible energy-the same spirit and energy that propelled him to lead polarimetric synthetic aperture radar (SAR) research and application development for the past three decades. It is a great loss to the Boerner family and an unprecedented loss for us all.
He also organized several polarimetry workshops in the 1990s. The first I attended was held at the German Aerospace Center and restricted to a few invited researchers. This is where I had the pleasure of meeting Shane Cloude, Ernst Krogager, and others. Prof. Boerner's vision for creating more IEEE Chapters all over India is gradually being realized, as is his vision for full polarimetry in future radar missions.
He will always be remembered for his technical leadership and creating a strong footprint for the GRSS and polarimetry in India.
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Contributions to Education

Eric Pottier
The That was my first contact with Wolfgang. Thereafter, we met two or three times a year and spoke regularly by phone. A strong and deep sense of trust developed between us. Much more than a friendship, a real bond was born.
Wolfgang was an "internationalist." I used to call him the "Benjamin Franklin of modern times" because his life was largely characterized by a willingness to help the international community and his ambition to enhance and improve access to education. He loved meeting people all over the world who belonged to different cultures and communities. His greatest joy was to be able to meet and connect with so many of us. Thanks to him, I have gotten to know the most wonderful people from all over the world.
His extraordinary interpersonal and communication skills always made it a true pleasure and delight for me to exchange views with Wolfgang in long and fruitful discussions about education. "Education" was one of his favorite key words.
In the 2000s, he was promoting the idea of Collaboratorium Terra Digitalis
Polarimetricii et Interferometricii Globalis. Global and international cooperation was his dream. For this, we created the "polarimetric dream team" (Figure 
